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Provisional Election Of Species 


Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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The Examiner has required an election of species. To be fully responsive. Applicants 
hereby provisionally elect (a) the peptide GVAGALVAFK (SEQ ID NO:3584), and (b) the 
composition containing a T helper epitope. In view of this provisional election, new 
independent claim 166, and dependent claims 104-109, 148-153, 167-168, and 170-204 added 
in the accompanying Preliminary Amendment, read on the provisionally elected species, with 
new claim 166 being generic. This election is made without prejudice to or disclaimer of the 
other claims or inventions disclosed. 

Applicants assert the right to claim additional species in the event that a generic claim 
thereto is found to be allowable in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.141(a). This election is made 
without traverse. Consideration and allowance of all pending claims, are respectfully requested. 


Interview 


Applicants thank Examiners Schwadron and DiBrino for the courteous and helpful 
interview extended to Bob Chesnut, Alex Alessandro, and Grace Doh, all of Epimmune, and 
Applicants' representatives Eric Steffe and Helene Carlson on January 10, 2002. 

As discussed during the interview. Applicants have organized the independent claims to 
include peptides having the same priority dates, to aid in examination. Thus, Applicants 
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respectfully request examination of a reasonable number of peptides, notwithstanding the fact 
that they are recited in three independent claims (claims 77, 122, and 166). 

It is believed that extensions of time are not required, beyond those that may otherwise 
be provided for in accompanying documents. However, in the event that additional extensions 
of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time 
are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby 
authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. A duplicate copy is enclosed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 


Helene C. Carlson 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,473 



1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
(202) 371-2600 
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Preliminary Amendment 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents \ 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, kindly enter the following Amendment. 
This Amendment is provided in the following format: 

(A) A clean version of each replacement paragraph/section/claim along with 
clear instructions for entry; 

(B) Starting on a separate page, appropriate remarks. 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 and 
MPEP714; and 

(C) Starting on a separate page, a marked-up version entitled: ^'Version with 
markings to show changes made. '' 


)3b 0935773^ 


1836.00 CH 


Amendments 


In the Specification 


Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 12, line 15 with the following paragraph: 

The term "peptide" is used interchangeably with "oligopeptide" in the present 
specification to designate a series of residues, typically L-amino acids, connected one to the 


